
 

 

Brethren, 

The cooler weather is now upon us. This can only mean a couple of things, Christmas and the New 

Year are almost here. While we enjoy this time of year, please remember those who are not as 

fortunate as we are. It only takes a moment to practice what we are taught about benevolence and 

charity. It’s not always about the financial side either. Small acts of kindness add up quickly.  

I would like to extend my sincere appreciation to all the members of our District who attended the 

Remembrance Day services held in November. We were well represented at all three again this year 

and we can hold our heads high that we showed the public that the Masons of the Toronto East 

District support and remember those who serve in our military services. 

In November, we lost two of the stalwarts of our fraternity in the persons of R.W. Bro. Elroy 

McKinnon and R.W. Bro. Walter Drane. Two finer masons you could not find who called Toronto 

East home. They will be missed. Both their Masonic Services were very well attended and I 

personally thank all the brethren for their support. 

For the month of December, let’s all actively participate in being the Mason we endeavour to be. Get 

together with your lodge and find a family in your neighborhood that needs help over the Christmas 

period. Donate to your local woman’s shelter, homeless shelter or even the local animal shelter. 

What you can accomplish individually can change your outlook on life, what can be accomplished if 

the lodge gets involved can change many lives for a long time.  

We have four Installations and Investitures in December. Please try to make as many of these as 

you can. A full lodge room is an excellent way for the new team of officers to start the new masonic 

year. Please check the trestle board for lodges and locations. We also have several lodges holding 

festive events that are always enjoyable to attend. Check our web page for more information. 

December is a time of reflection and contemplation. Reflection on what you have accomplished for 

2016 and what was not. How much of what you accomplished was done because it was planned or 

was it done because it was attainable or convenient? Contemplate what your goals will be for 2017 

and what will be carried over to the New Year from 2016. Are your goals attainable or have you set 

them too low? I learned a great lesson from my mother that is exemplified through masonry, but at 

the time I did not know it; that is, to do a little bit every day and things will eventually get 

accomplished. This can be masonic knowledge or work, family or extended family. It does not matter 

what it is, we must make the effort to see the reward. 

I extend to the brethren and their families of Toronto East District Season’s Greetings from myself, 

wife Darlene and my daughters Amanda and Chelsea. May the season bring you all happiness and 

joy and fill your homes with peace.  

Brethren, I look forward to greeting you all personally in the district this month. 

May the Great Architect of the Universe look over us all and protect us in all our endeavours. 

Fraternally, 

R.W. Bro. Gerald J. Newall.  

District Deputy Grand Master, Toronto East District 


